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THE PODAR CANVAS July-August 2017 

 

NOT ALL HEROES WEAR CAPES… 
Not all heroes wear capes, but they sure teach us how to wear it. 

Every individual is an enlarged replica of their teachers. 

“We cannot always build the future for our youth, 

But we can build our youth for the future.” 

Teachers are the ones who establish young minds and thus indeed are 
the Nation-Builders. 

Sir Isaac Newton once said 

“If I have seen further, it is by standing on the shoulders of giants.” 

What we gain from our teachers, our parents, everyone who guides us 
is no less than that from a giant. Teachers are the beacons who em-
power us to make the wind favorable to our journey and help us set 
sail to reach further academically and socially. 

A teacher affects eternity. You can never tell where his/her influence 
stops. 

Thank you teachers for your valuable contribution and guidance. 

 

WHAT’S 

COOKING? 
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ENIGMA APPSTRACT 

VATON DA VADA 

DOODLE DO 

MATHEMATIRIX-2017 

SEBI VISIT 

TREE PLANTATION  

DRIVE 

ACHIEVEMENTS 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
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50th YOUTH FESTIVAL 
Along with the heights of success that Podar has 
been achieving on the academic front, it never fails to prove the 
same on the cultural front. Like the earlier years, R. 
A. Podar played host to the elimination rounds of the 50th Inter-
collegiate Youth Festival on 16th and 17th August, 2017. 
In general, Youth Festival mainly comprises of five depart-
ments namely, Dance, Music, Theatre, Literary and Fine Arts.  
Auditions and practices for the same began in the month of 
June. Students put their heart and soul to it. Princi-
pal Dr. Shobana Vasudevan has always encouraged the stu-
dents and while doing so always mentions that "Participation is 
important than winning." 
The folk dance 'Hojagiri' was highly appreciated by all the colleg-
es as well as judges in the elimination round. Moreover, Podar 
performed really well in the elimination round bagging most of 
the event positions.  
Podar also won the overall championship trophy for the year 
2016-17. With all these laurels bestowed,  it is surely a matter of 
pride for all of us!  
We wish them all the best for the finals! 
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Enigma -The Cultural festival of R. A. Podar College of Commerce and Economics was 
held on 18th, 19th and 20th of August 2017. This year the theme was Appstract which 
represented the upcoming virtual reality whereby all needs of a human might get satis-
fied by a single app- 
 
‘The Enigma Appstract’. The theme revolved 
around various events of different departments-
photography, informal, dramatics, dance, music, 
literary arts, fine arts, sports and gaming. 
 
 The Fest was in collaboration with Hruturang or-
ganized by MLC and Quizzers Arena by Quiz-
zers' League. The first day of the festival was a 
blast with Bollywood celebrities on campus for 
promotions. Huma Qureshi for Partition 1947 
and Ayushman Khurana and Bhumi for Shubh 
Mangal Sawdhan added to the engery and ex-
citement of the day. The Day ended with a power 
packed performance by DJ Akhil Talreja. The 
second day had a great response for the War Of 
DJs and also for the most awaited performance 
by DJ Sartek. With Celebrities like Sachin Pilgaonkar and Makarand Deshpande, the 
third day was the cherry on the cake. Mr & Miss Enigma Finals and Street dance finals 
were the events of charm for the day.  
 
The festival was a great success because of the enthusiastic participation. The Three 
days of festival were not just three days but an unforgettable journey. 
 



 4 

 4 

 

 

 

 

Mathematrix 2017 kicked off with as much vigour as its predecessors 

on 28
th
 of July, 2017. With an audience amassing 2000 students 

from different schools and colleges, this festival celebrated the magic 

of numbers through a plethora of attractive stalls, exciting competi-

tions and informative seminars. 

The stalls correlated the beauty of mathematics with lovely origami, 

fun games and puzzles like probability balls and magical mirrors. 

This year also marked the introduction of new models on war like 

trebuchet and catapult, which happened to be one of the highlights 

of this year. 

On the other hand, the competitions, Numero Art, 4D Quiz and the 

Battle of Birds were a fine mix of entertainment, creativity and brain-

storming.  

This year, there was also a seminar conducted on careers based on 

mathematics and a screen-

ing of the famous movie “X 

+ Y – A Brilliant Young 

Mind” was also held.  

Covered heavily by Maha-

rashtra Times and 

Akashwani Radio, it is suf-

fice to say that Mathematrix 

2017 was indeed a huge 

success!  
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FINACC’17 
 

The third intercollegiate event 
of Accounts and Finance Circle 
of Podar, FINACC 2017 was successfully conclud-
ed on 5th August 2017. It was an accounting and 
finance fest encompassing four events.  
 
The first was Quiz-o- ccounts, a fun based ac-
counting quiz which was made even more interest-
ing with a crossword, betting round and a treasure 
hunt! Esploro Presentado, on the other hand, was 
a research based competition to improve the re-
search instinct amongst Commerce Students. The 
third event, Business Analyst was a start-up simu-
lation event that consisted of upcoming business 
ideas and convincing venture capitalists to invest 
in their business! The last and the most recent ad-
dition, Etude De Cas, had participants facing is-
sues of a company and they were given time to 
solve those problems through a presentation. The 
fest kicked off with an insightful lecture by Dr. 
(C.A.) Pradeep Kamthekar on the topic of GST 
held for the participants and the students of the 
college. Major prizes were won  by students of NM 
College and HR College! 
 
In a nutshell, FINACC 2017 had a total of 130 par-

ticipants from different colleges of Mumbai. It was 

the 3rd year since its commence-

ment and was enjoyed by all. 
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“ONE WORLD MANY STORIES” 
 

The Gujarati Literary Circle of Podar was back with their flagship event- 
‘Vaaton na Vada’ on 22nd August 2017. This event which was conducted 
for its fifth consecutive year experienced the same amount of energy and 
enthusiasm this year too. The main aim of this literary event is to spread 
the language and literature of Gujarat in a fun filled, amusing way. The 
students had to participate in pairs. The event consisted of each pair nar-
rating an imaginary story spontaneously in Gujarati based on pictures that 
were randomly flashed before them. Zeal and Vidhi had great coordination 
with each other and the weaved a beautiful tale effortlessly whereas the 
hilarious performance by Rahil and Nikita had the audience in splits. 
Drashti and Rudra being the youngest amongst all the participants 
showed a great amount of confidence. The winners of the event were Zeal 
and Vidhi. Our judge for the event Ms Venu Swadia, a teaching faculty of 
our college appreciated the students for their confidence and enthusiasm. 
She also showed her support towards the organizing committee for future 
GLC events. 

TAKE A SNAP 
 

   The Photography Club conducted a ‘Basic Photography workshop’ on 12
th 

Au-
gust, 2017 in G-4 classroom. The workshop started with a welcome address by 
the Student Joint Secretary Unnati Jani. The Student Secretary, Amit Kale intro-
duced 'The Photography Club of Podar'. The speaker, Mr. Akshay Balsara who is 
the co-founder of ‘Pixel Factory’ guided the students about the important compo-
nents of Photography like composition, exposure, light and lenses followed by 
the technical aspects of a DSLR camera like Shutter speed, Aperture, 
ISO and White Balance. The workshop 
indeed turned out to be a great learn-
ing session for all the budding pho-
tographers who were a part of it. 
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The Hobby Circle marked the beginning of its academic 
year by organizing its very first event – ‘Doodle Do!’ 
 
 The event was held on 22

nd
 July 2017 in G5 at 11 am. 23 

participants showcased their creativity in the form of doo-
dling. The theme was given on the spot. Participants were 
allowed to choose any one option between designs and 
words. After that, they had to pick a chit and draw a doodle 
based on the topic in it. The only challenges were the re-
striction of using only two colours and the ticking clock of 
an hour.  
 
The results were declared on the same day on the Face-
book page of Hobby Circle. Overall the event was a big 
success! 

DECODING THE DOODLE MASTERS! 
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 8  LEARNING THE ART  

OF TRADING! 

On 28th of July, 2017, the Industrial Interface Forum (IIF) organized an 
industrial visit to the Securities’ Exchange Board Of India. For this visit, two 
batches of around sixty students each from both B.Com and BMS faculties 
had been created. According to Sandhya Parameswaran, the secretary of 
IIF. 
 
Each session at the SEBI visit was conducted by renowned 
speakers, who gave the students a well-rounded overview of the 
roles of SEBI. This was followed by an interactive Q&A round. 
Various thought-provoking questions regarding penalties, frauds 
and commodity market regulations were answered in minute de-
tails. 

 

  

                  

            TREE PLANTATION DRIVE 

A commendable effort was made  by the students of R A Podar College when a 

Tree  Plantation Drive was held  on 1st  July 2017 at 2:00 pm.  The NSS stu-

dents actively participated in the programme. Principal Dr.(Mrs.)Shobana 

Vasudevan,  Vice Principal Mrs. Kavita Jajoo, PO Dr. Mrs. Vinita Pimpal,  NCC 

in charge Major Gawande and all the cadets, teachers, Office Staff mem-

bers  were  present to make sure this event was a success as they planted the 

saplings in the College premises. A warm gesture on the part of  BMC was high-

ly appreciated when they contributed 20 saplings for the 

drive. The principal explained the role of and why they 

were rightly called as” KALPAVRUKSHA”   

The students have proved that they will walk the talk. 
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VANDE MATARAM 

To celebrate the day of independence, when India freed itself, the students 
and staff of Podar College hoisted the National Flag, on the 15

th
 of  August. 

The event as a whole was a cultural extravaganza. After a welcoming 
speech by the students, words of discipline were said by NCC wing Major 
Mr. Gawande, followed by words of enlightenment from our principal Dr. 
(Mrs.)  Shobana Vasudevan. The chief guest for the event was Mrs. Joshna 
Gaikar mother of NCC Cadet Ristesh Gaikar who represented Maharashtra 
directorate at the national level Republic Day Camp and Mumbai A- group  
at Delhi Garrison Parade Ground. 
 
Further meritorious students and sports achievers were felicitated by our 
principal. 

 
Lastly, an NCC representative thanked everyone present for 
their rededication to the nation, the academy, and the cele-
brations; concluding the ceremony. 

SHAPING BRIGHT CAREERS 

The First Articleship Recruitment Week was conducted by the Placement Cell 

from 3
rd.

 July to 11
th
 July 2017.

 

The companies that arrived on campus were the BIG 4’s and other mid-size 

firms. The week consisted of a full day process where certain companies had 

their Pre-placement talk before the Group Discussion 

and Interview Rounds. The main aim of the entire pro-

cess was to select students based on their knowledge 

and skills that suited the requirements of the article 

profile. 

The Placement Cell made it possible to conduct all of 
the above activities smoothly and efficiently. 
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A SOUND BODY IS IN A SOUND MIND 

In current times, amidst startling figures of stress among youth R.A.Podar Col-
lege of Commerce and Economics celebrated International Yoga Day 2017 with 
a difference. DIYA Mumbai was invited to conduct the program on 21st June’17 
from 09:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. The college hall was packed with students from 
First year to Third year voluntarily coming in to transform their physical and 
mental fitness. The resource person focused on unhealthy lifestyle, thereby ex-
plaining the significance of adopting a healthy lifestyle which included not just 
physical asanas, breathing exercises and meditation but also right food 
habits and being in tune with nature. The students’ interest in participating for 
the event was appreciated by all members present. Also the importance of 
breathing techniques was explained and demonstrated to all participants. The 
program concluded with a prayer for collective peace sung by all participants. 
Volunteers of DIYA Mumbai presented literature on healthy living to all teaching 
and non-teaching members present. A separate display of books exclusive on 
healthy lifestyle was also available for students at the venue. All in all, the event 
was a huge success. 

CREATING BETTER LIVES 

On 24
th
 August, 2017 a visit to R.A. Podar’s adopted village, Barhanpur, was ar-

ranged by the NSS Unit.  A team of 10 volunteers and 2 teachers visited the village 

to distribute books amongst school going students of the adopted village.  

The students from Parathpada, Barhanpur, Chinchpada and Vanipada had assem-

bled at the Parathpada School for the donation of books and stationery. The volun-

teers and teachers were felicitated with small bouquets by the heads of the various 

schools. The books and stationeries were then distributed to the students. Later, at 

around 1:30pm, the team went to the Ambede School 

for donation there.  The team was felicitated with flow-

ers,. This was then followed by the distribution of 

books, stationery and bags among the students by the 

volunteers. The smiles on the faces of the students is 

something that would be cherished forever. 
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EVERY DROP COUNTS   

On the 10
th 

of August, 2017 the NSS Cell of our college 

arranged a BLOOD DONATION CAMP, with the help of 

Sion Hospital. A street play was performed as well, 

near Matunga station, to raise awareness for the 

same. Succeeding which the Blood Donation Drive 

was commenced in the Audi. There were a total of 39 

volunteers on duty during blood donation camp and a 

total  of 35 samples were collected during this whole 

camp. 

 

MAKING A DIFFERENCE 

A Stem Cell Donation camp was conducted on the 4
th 

of 

August, 2017 with the help of TATA Memorial Hospital 

in the college. There were 43 volunteers on duty during 

activity. A good turnout of donors was seen. Stem Cell 

Donation started at 10:00am and lasted till 3:00pm. A 

total 250 donors donated their blood sample. This also 

included explaining to the donors the magnitude of their 

actions and the importance of stem cell donation. Thus, 

the programme was successfully run.  



 13 

 13 

 

RESUME BULIDING WORKSHOP 
 
 

Dorit Sher had once said, “Your career is your business. It's time for you to 
manage it as a CEO.” 
Which was why, as a passionate goal to help and guide every individual to 
make an appropriate career choice, the Career Guidance Forum had their ori-
entation on 4th of August, 2017.Here, the students were introduced to the fo-
rum and educated about the various career opportunities available along with 
the courses and guidance provided at Podar. This was followed by a session 
on Resume Building, which was conducted by Endeavour Careers. Mr. Sanket 
Bhatia, who is involved in student training and development as a career mentor, 
was the speaker for the overall session. Importance, structures, dos and dont's 
of resume building were taught. The session concluded with interesting and in-
formative interactions, enhancing students' practical knowledge and enabling 
them to create an impressive and expressive resume. 

JUICING OUT THE BEST 

The Entrepreneurship Development Cell of R. A. Podar College of Commerce 

and Economics came up with the idea of Stall Bregenza on the 26
th 

of August. 

The idea was to have the students to get a mock experience how the market 

works. 

The basic motive of the cell is to provoke students to come up with innovative 

idea and try them out to know its pros and cons.  

So Mr. Dhiraj Vinayak Kadwadkar came up with social Entrepreneurship idea to 
launch a new product in the market  called “JOOS. The stall was set up and all 
the events went on smoothly and successfully. 

SCALING NEW HEIGHTS 

On the 23
rd

 of July 2017  the Hiker’s Club kick-started their year with a monsoon 
hike to Prabalgad. 83 Podarites and 10 Ex-Podarites made the team of hikers. 

The team reached the base village by 10 a.m. Though they 
were completely fatigued atop 2300ft, the mesmerising view 
and lush green surroundings made everyone forget their wor-
ries. Though the walk to the top was a rough 1.5hours through 
rocky patches, it was really memorable.  
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VIVE LA FRANCE 
 

The French Republic Day was pompously celebrated on 14
th
 July 

with a participation of over 70 teachers and students marking the 
opening of the French Forum for the year 2017-18 at the seminar 
hall. To begin with, an award winning, Cannes appreciated movie: A 
hundred foot journey was screened. This quirky French movie with 
an Indian touch lit up the eyes of the jam packed hall. Post the mov-
ie buzz, a round of traditional macaroons in mouthwatering flavours 
awaited the viewers which was out of stock in no time! A table full of 
French party props was set along with the French tricolor beautifully 
lit with lights attracted the audience and passers-by to click some 
lovely photos. The event ended with a tiny cake session marking the 
official beginning of the forum along with teachers rejoicing, clicking 
fun photos with the props. Till the next time, Vive la France. 

  

LIGHTS, CAMERA AND ACTION 
 

The Deutsch Literatur Kreis aka German Literary Circle start-
ed the year with a movie screening event on 12

th
 August in 

the AV room. The German movie "Pünktchen und Anton" was 
screened with English subtitles. Around 25 students showed 
up for the event. The crowd enjoyed the movie because of its 
light hearted family drama plot. Also, the dialogues were quite 
easy to understand for students learning German. The event 
witnessed a positive response from the students and they 
look forward to more screenings in the future. 
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GURU PURNIMA CELEBRATION 
 
Marathi Literary Circle started the year on an auspicious note with its first 
event Guru Purnima on 8th July, 2017. The main motive was to empha-
size and remind everyone of the importance of a Guru in their life. This 
year the Marathi Literary Circle showcased the Guru – Shishya tradition 
from the past to the present. The event consisted of singing, drama, elo-
cution through which an attempt was made to give a platform for students 
to express their gratitude towards Gurus. A video of Podarites expressing 
how they experienced Guru Shishya relation made by members was also 
played. The event ended with a small gift given to our Gurus i.e teachers 
in our college.  

ENRICHING LIVES  

 
The ‘Life Enrichment Centre’ orientation took place on 
28th July with an aim to enable students to live an enri-
ched life by helping them to take correct life decisions 
and building self confidence. It commenced with an in-
vocation ceremony. The Chief guests of the day Mr. 
Bharat Shah and Mr. Vivek Krishnani, Managing Direc-
tor, Sony Pictures Entertainment India  lit the diyas 
along with the teachers in-charge Dr Amitha Sehgal 
and Mr Hemant Solanki. Principal Dr. Shobana Vasude-
van then addressed the guests as well as the students. 
Chief guest Mr Bharat Shah and Dr Sunita Shanker 
from Chinmaya Mission imparted valuable knowledge 
to the students and introduced the “Mind Storming- 
Storm to Perform” course. Senior Chinmaya mission 
members Ms. Anamika Chakravarty and Ms. Chandrika 
Vora were also guests at the program. The orientation 
concluded with a vote of thanks. 
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 ONES WHO BROUGHT  

US GLORY THIS SEASON  

Mr. Manorath of TYBCOM won a collegiate competition which was hosted by 

Ernst & Young, along with receiving a prize money of Rs.1 lakh. 

Omkar Sahasrabhudhe from TYBCOM C pulished his book – “ Please” on 
11

th
 June 2017 

 
Komal Jain secured AIR 4 in IPCC May, 2017 exams. 

Kushal Shah secured AIR 37 in IPCC May, 2017 exams. 

Hiloni Shah secured AIR 49 in IPCC May, 2017 exams. 

Charmi Thakkar and Amartya Begade secured AIR 50 in IPCC May, 2017 ex-

ams. 

The following students are the regional toppers for IPCC May’17:  
1. Komal Jain stood 1st in the Mumbai Region 
 
2. Parth Khona stood 2nd in the Thane Region 
 
3. Raseeka Gokhale stood 2nd in the Navi Mumbai Region 
  

Congratulations to R. A. Podar College of Commerce & Economics for being 

awarded "Best Cultural college for the year 2016-17  

R.A. Podar Junior College Girls who got 1st place in Table Tennis at Mumbai 

City DSO Table Tennis tournament which was held on 2nd September, 2017.  

Prem Suthar of FYJC D division who has won 2 Gold medals at the 7th Maha-

rashtra State Junior Poomsae Taekwondo Championship 2017 in the Junior 

Boys' Team, as well as Individual Division. The event was held at Kolhapur.  

For the 5th Consecutive Year, R.A. Podar College's Chess Masters (Boys) won 

University Chess Competition which was held from 1st August to 3rd August, 

2017 at Anna Leela College, Kurla.  
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